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The following Defeription of the AcFiosn near Bofton, on the 17th of fune, is taken from a Letter written by General Burgoyne fo bis Nepbew Lord Stanley.

% Baflom, Jame 255 1775

L BOSTON is a peninfula, joined to the main land enly By a narrow peck,
which on the firlt troubles Gen. Gage forﬁﬁ.cd-; arms of the fea, and the harboury
furround the reft = on the other fide ane of thefe arms, to the North, is Charles
Town (or rather was, for it is now rubbifh), and over it a large bill, which is
alfo, like Bofton, a peninfula s to the Seuth of the town i a fill larger fcape of
ground, containing rhree hills, joining alfo to the main by a tongue of land,
snd called Dorchefter Neck : the heights as above deferibed, bath North and
South, (in the foldier's phrafe) command the town, that is, give an opportunity
of eredting batteries above any that you can make agaioft them, and canfequently
are much more advantagesus. It was abfolutely necellary we hould make our-
felves maflers of theleheights, and we propofed to begin with Dﬂcl:eﬂ_xr. becaule
from particular fituation of batteries and fhipping (too leng 1o deferibe, and un.
Sntelligible ro you if 1did) it would evidently be effcfled without any confiderable
lafi: every thing was accordingly difpofed 3 my two colleagues and mylelf (who,
by the bye, have never diffcred in one jot of military fentiment) had, in cancert
with Gen. Gage, formed the plan: Howe was to land the tranfports on onc
poinr, Clinron in the center, and 1 was to cannonade from the Caufeway, or the
Neck ; each to take advantage of circumilances: the operations mufk have been
wery ealy ; this was 1o bave been executed on the 18th.  On the 17th, at dawn
of day, we found the enemy had pufbed intrenchments with grear diligence,
‘during the night, on the heights of Charles-Town, and we evidently faw that
every hour gave them frefh firength ; it therefore became neceffary to alter cur
plan, and attack on that fide. Howe, as fecond in command, was detached with
about 2000 men, and landed on the outward Gde of the peninfula, covered with

iy

fhippicg, without oppofition ; he was to advance from thence up the hill whish &3

&3 was over Charles-Town, where the ftrength of the enemy lay; he had under &8

him Brigadier-General Pigot: Clinton and myfelf took our fland (for we had
not any fixed poft) in alarge battery direfily oppofite to Charles-Town, and
commnanding it, and alfo reaching to the heights above ir, and thereby facilisating
Howe's attack. Howe's difpofition was exceeding foldier-like ; in my opinion
it was peefeft, As his firll arm advanced vp the bill, they met with a thoofand
impediments from firong fences, and were much expofed. They were alfo cx-
ceedingly hurt by mulgoetry from Charles-Tewn, though Clintos and I did pot
pereeive ir, till Howe feat ws word by a beat, and defired us to fet fire to the
town, which was immediately done. We threw a parcel of fhells, and the'whole
was inflantly in flames. Our battery afierwards kepe an inceffant fire on the
heights = it was feconded by a number of frigates, foating baueries, and one
fhip of the line,

¢ Aod now enfued one of the greatell fcenes of war that can be conceived ;
if we look to the height, Howe's corps afcending the hill in the face of entrench-
ments, and in a very difadvartageous ground, was much engaged; and to the
left the enemy pouring in frefh troops by thoufands, over the land ; and in the
arm of the fea our fhips and floating bateries cannonading them : firait before
v a large and a noble town in one great blaze ; the church fieeples, being of
timber, were great pyramids of fire ubove the reft ; behind us the chureh feeples
and heights of our own camp covered with {pefators of the reft of our army
which was not engaged; the hills round the country covered with fpectators ;
the enemy all anxious fufperce; the roar of cannon, mortars, and mulquetry ;
the cruth of churches, fhips upon the ftocks, and whole fircers falling together
in ruin, 1o fill the car ; the form of the redoubts, with the ebjefts above de-
feribed, to fill the eye; and the reficftion that perhaps a defeat was a final lofs

to the Britith empire in America, to fill the mindy made the whole 2 piflure

By and a complication of horrer and importance beyond any thing that ever came
to my lot to be witnefs to, [ much lament Tom's* abfence :—ic was a fighe for
a young foldier that the longeft fervice may not furnifh again ; and had he been
with me e would likewife have been out of danger ; for, excepr two cannon
balls that went an hundred yards ever our heads, we were not an any part of the
direftion of the enemy’s hotr, A mement of the day was critical 1 Howe's lefc
were faggered ; two battalions had been fent to reinforce them, but we perecived
them on the beach feeming in embarrafment what way to march ; Clinton, thea
next fer bulinefs, took the part, without waiting for orders, to throw himlelf
inte a beat 1o head them ; be smived in time to be of fervice, the day ended
with glory, and the fuccefs was moft important, confidering the afeendancy it
gare the regular troops; but the lofs was uncommon in officers for the nembers
engaged.

# Hawe was untouched, but bLis aid-de-camp Sherwin was killed ; Jordan, a
friend of Howe's, who came, engage du caxr, to fee the campaign,, (3 fhip-mate
of ours on board the Cerberus, and who afled as aid-de-camp) is badly wounded.
Pigot was nohurt, but he bebaved like a kero.  You will (ee the lit of the lofs.
Poor Col. Abererombie, who commanded the grenadiers, died yefterday of his
wounds. Capt, Addifon, our poor old iricnd, who arrived but the day before,
and was to have dined with me on the day of the attion, was alfo killed ; his
fon was upan the Beld ar the time.  Major Mitchell is bur very flightly Hure;
he is out already ; young Chewwynd's wound is alfo flighe.  Lord Percy's regi-
ment has fuffered the moft, and behaved the beit ; his Lordthip himfelf was not
in the aftion :—Lord Rodén behaved w acharm; his name is eflablithed for
hife,” ;

* His nephew, the Hoa, Tho, Stanley, Efis {and brother to Lord Stasley), who Is goe
a velunicer to Bellon, ia his Majelly's faview,
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